
DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY
UNITED STATES SECRET SERVICE

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20223

Freedom of Inforn1ation and Privacy Acts Branch
245 Murray Drive
Building 4 I0
Washington, D.C. 20223

J\\L \ 3 2007

Michael Ravinzkv

File Number: 20020060

Dear Requester:

Reference is made to your Freedom of Information andlor Privacy Acts request originally received by the United States
Secret Service on March 22, 2002, for information pertaining to a report on the Secret Service and the White House
taping system during the Nixon Administration.

Enclosed are copies of documents from Secret Service records. The referenced material was considered under both the
Freedom ofInfonnation Act, Title 5, United States Code, Section 552 and/or the Privacy Act, Title 5, United States
Code, Section 552a. Pursuant to the Acts, exemptions have been applied where deemed appropriate. The exemptions
cited are marked below.

In addition, approximately 3 page(s) were withheld in their entirety. An enclosure to this letter explains the exemptions
in more detail.

cg] If this boxed is checked, deletions were made pursuant to the exemptions indicated below.

Section 552 (FOIA)

o (b) (I)

o (b)(4)
cg] (b)(7)(C)

cg] (b) (2)

o (b)(5)
o (b)(7)(D)

o (b) (3) Statute:
cg] (b) (6)
cg] (b) (7) (E)

o (b) (7) (A)
o (b) (7) (F)

o (b)(7)(B)
o (b)(8)

Section 552a (Privacy Act)

o (d)(5) o U) (2) o (k) (I) o (k) (2) o (k) (3) o (k) (5) o (k)(6)

The following checked item(s) also apply to your request:

cg] Some documents originated with another government agency(s). These documents were referred to that agency(s)
for review and direct response to you.

o page(s) of documents in our files contain information furnished to the Secret Service by another government
agency(s). You will be advised directly by the Secret Service regarding the releasability of this infonnation following
our consultation with the other agency(s).

o Other:



o Fees:

If you disagree with our determination, you have the right of administrative appeal within 35 days by writing to Freedom
ofInformation Appeal, Deputy Director, U.S. Secret Service, 245 Murray Drive, Building 410, Washington, DC 20223.
If you do decide to file an administrative appeal, please explain the basis of your appeal.

Please use the file number indicated above in all future correspondence with the Secret Service.

;:Sincerely,
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I J r Schurla I

'-

'. .,,/ Acting Special Agent In Charge
Acting Freedom ofInformation &
Privacy Acts Officer

Enclosure: FOIA and Privacy Act Exemption List



FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT
SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552

(b) (I)

Provisions of the Freedom of Information Act do not apply to matter that are:

(b) (2)

(b) (3)

(b) (4)

(b) (5)

(b) (6)

(b) (7)

(b) (8)

(b) (9)

(A) specifically authorized under criteria established by an Executive Order to be kept secret in the interest of national defense
or foreign policy and (B) are in faet properly classified pursuant to such Executive order;

related solely to the internal personnel rules and practices any agency;

specifically exempted ITomdisclosure by statute (other than section 552b of this title), provided that such statute (A) requires
that the matters be withheld ITomthe public in such a manner as to leave no discretion on the issue, or (B) establishes
particular criteria for withholding or refers to particular types of matters to be withheld;

trade secrets and commercial or financial information obtained IToma person and privileged or confidential;

inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums or letters which would not be available by law to a party other than an agency in
litigation with the agency;

personnel and medical files and similar files the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of
personal privacy;

records or information compiled for law enforcement purposes, but only to the extent that the information: (A) could
reasonable be expected to interfere with enforcement proceedings; (B) would deprive a person of a right to a fair trial or an
impartial adjudication;; (C) could reasonably be expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy; (D) could
reasonable be expected to disclose the identity of a confidential source, including a State, local, or foreign agency or authority
or any private institution which furnished information on a confidential basis, and, in the case of a record or information
compiled by a criminal law enforcement authority in the course of a criminal investigation, or by an agency conducting a lawful
national security intelligence investigation, information furnished by a confidential source; (E) would disclose techniques and
procedures for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions, or would disclose guidelines for law enforcement investigations
or prosecutions if such disclosure could reasonably be expected to risk circumvention of the law; (F) could reasonably be
expected to endanger the life or physical safety of any individual;

contained in or related to examination, operating, or condition reports prepared by, on behalf of, or for the use of an agency
responsible for regulation or supervision of financial institutions;

geological and geophysical information and data, including maps, concerning wells.

PRIVACY ACT
SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552a

(d) (5)

The provisions of the Privacy Act do not apply to:

material compiled in reasonable anticipation of civil action or proceeding;

U) (2)

(k)(I )

(k) (2)

(k) (3)

(k) (5)

(k) (6)

material reporting investigative ellorts pertaining to enforcement of criminal law including eftorts to prevent, control, or reduce
crime or apprehend criminals;

material is currcntly and properly classified pursuant to an Executive Order in the interest of national defense or foreign policy;

material compiled during investigations for law enforcement purposes;

material maintained in connection with providing protective services to the President of the United States or other individuals
pursuant to section 3056 of Title 18;

investigatory material compiled solely for the purpose of determining suitability, eligibility, or qualifications for Federal
civilian employment, military service, Federal contracts, or for access to classified information, but only to the extent that the
disclosure of such material would reveal the identity of the person who furnished information to the Government under an
express promise that the identity ofthe source would be held in confidence, or prior to the September 27, 1975, under an
implied promise that the identity of the source would be held in confidence;

testing or examination material used solely to determine individual qualifications for appointment or promotion in the Federal
service the disclosure of which would compromise the objectivity or fairness of the testing or examination process;

z: IMSOFFICE\TEMPLATEIFOIA\EXEMPT.DOT



United States Secret Service
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Director

AD Kelley - Protective Intelligence

Secret Service Participation in Tapings

With the disclosure of the taping of Presidential conversations in the
~~lhlte House made by to the Ervin Committee and
the events which followed, the Secret Service will document its con-
nection with this activity. An inspector will be selected and given the
responsibility of preparing a report outlining the inception of this
activity which was requested by the President to the Technical
Security Division through The report will also
include the control of the taped conversations in the White House
complex and Camp Lavid, the extent of the knowledge of this
activity within the Secret Service and the V~'hite House staff, and a
review of the testimony given by the Secret Service on this matter
during the hearings related to the tapes conducted in Judge Sirica's
court.

The Teclmical Development and Planning Division will supply a
qualified engineer to the inspector upon request if technical questions
arise.

I suggest that any further contacts with the White House staif, the
prosecutor's office, the Treasury Department, be conducted through
this inspector and that the Technical Security Division divorce itself
from any further participation in this matter. This may require that
the inspector handling the report maintain an office within the Technical
Security Division so that he is readily available to tbe staff.

The primary purpose of the report will be to bring into Qne document
the history of the Secret Service's participation in this Presidential
request. The inspector will have the full cooperation of aU Secret
Service employees on tb1s project.



u. S. Si:CP';:T SI::-ZVT CI~

;:}irector
:iulv 15, 197\;

(\)-1-23,206

1 '1s ~',ect or

Un ,lnly 10.. 1'374, t','e,-c,,,sbin"ton>:y't c~rriecl a story rc;-
r.orted l:~/ t!"!0 Lo~", .\"ngEle.s T5!~ies of th;;:t da.te _: tc. t:.lt:: effect t~'iat
iiOl.lse \!udic,1ary CQ\Tlr;!i1:t(~E L"".,l":.r~; ,,::;re a.t-le to set an additional
15 minute se;PJ1ent of a ~~ni te House taDe '",hEma :;ecret t:ervice

"fent at the \'{hi te hous~ ov(!rse(-)inr- t::c: CODYir.:.p inadvertently lei:
the recorder run past ttie ".ection Dy-evi.ou"ly transcribed. [. CODV

of t};e v;'ashinp:toT! l'of>t article is attached.

The tape .in qu'_::stion is the
tt;e addi, tional E; ninute Sb!nent
,:ian:a?inp to the President.

;arch 22. 1973 FOB Office tape
rer,ortedl'! contains conversation

This incident a11.e<:J~dl\' occurred on ';2.rch 22, lQ74 ,:;hen SE'CU-
rit,-/ ~,;,eci.alists and ',.,ere asslFnc.j tc
assist rcpr~sent3.t:ives of tt'le ihi1:C ;'OU3e and i:j!.~ house Judician
C01!UJ.ittee in cueinr' up certain 'te;:c::s for duplication.
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On July 12, 1974, t:Je for'e,0,oing info:I""[;;ation ",as pI"Ovided to

ATD '~Ia.rn8r.

Inspector

Attachment - \iaghingtcn Post Artiel"
of July 10, 197~

cc:
cc:

AD Kelley - P~t~tive lI:telliEence
lnspection/
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l'reo-irient Ni;;on, 11i1'8 da\'~; ;]ill'r l'U]111,!2 that '\VhilL-
Jlo115e ;'icle,'; 110t di.'c:,,~e tileir invol\"l'J1wnl in ilH' '\\':,lcO-
i!:i: e C,i\','r-lljJ, c:';p;;Ci~ 1\' ordered on ?\]:IH h :22, 1\),:" 111:\\
the cc;vcr-llp::O on. il' thc~e \:Ipe,rccorded \;,OI'U,<

"J don't 2:\'C ;1 :;i',:t \'.;-':)1. h:1)m('ns, 1 V;,111t you ,ill t
;;I('l~n';)ll it, kt ti'u:: i,,!e,,!! the Yi!llJ :\m>:ndJ11enL, COH'
n]} or ;:nyU,ir,'-' eb', j;' j~'JJ sa\"(' it--,':wc ;be jJ];111, 111;\\:
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r-rand jl1:'Y ]"st 1\1:.\'('11 26,

1n ,l1e S;:1J12 Tl1::1C;) 22 \'(,jI\'l:rs,:ijOl~, lhe .11!!!ici:11".
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me nc:\iLJj]jty , , , 111ordcr to gVt on \',i\l1 lhe cover-I:"
pl:1n," The While ]jOlISC \'ersion ha~ ;,11'. t~]:;on S.;1Yln~
:VlltcheJl was ari',llln" "1]]:1t now we use fJexibili\,v i::
(J[dcr to gel of: the cli';.'r-lip line,"
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u. S. SECRET SERVICE

Director July 2, 1974

CO-J.-23,206
Inspector

Secret Service Participation in Tapings

Reference is made to my report of March 1, 1974, on
this subject~ detailing activity from February 11, 1971,
up through February 13, 1974. '

The following activity involving this Service has
taken place since February 13, 1974.

March 5, 1974
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March 8, 1974
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The usual tape duplication f'orm was executed to document
t1rl.s 8.Ct1v1~7.

Mareh 9~ 19!!
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- 2 - CO-1-23,,206

T~pe duplication forms were E~ecuted for each of these
six (6) transactions.

March 13, 1974
r--"...,
!,

f
Msrch 15, 1974

\
....

The usual tape dupJicat10n forms were prepared and
distributed to interested parties. There 1s no indication
that the above activity was cleared through the Treasury
General Counsel.

March
.-----

Ic'
tL,

18. 1974
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March 22, 1974
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The Security Specialists Horked on this assignment from
and at no time did they listen to any

part of the original or duplicate recordings.

March 23, 1974

i
~ Security Specialist



.. .

J,

./ - 4 . CO-1-23,206

.<

t
I

"1
'J!

J-i8 rc 11_~2-,-~ 974

i~
I Electr~::c8 Te:Lcian picked up the

1
machine from Bennett's office. made the necessary repairs in
thirty minutes. &no returned the recorder to Bennett at 8: 4:;.
A.M. noted that mechanical stops had previously
been i !Jste}) ed on the record [,,,,,'10dictate buttons of this
fn2chine, at which tirne it was functioning in a proper r;;anner.

I
i,
I
i

i,
r",\,../

The follo\'linp: tapes (or portions t11ereof) were copied:

TSD ~rsonne1 only observed~ and did not participate in
any of the above aeti vi ty .
March 28 J 1974

~:-
--E

i

duplication forms were ---1-
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April }, 1974

I
L

April 8, 197Lt

April 9, 1974

., - CO-1-23", 206

I
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G€neral Baig addre2sed a FJemor['..ndum to Sims confirmirl£
,Iones as custodian of the Presidential tapes. Sims did not
receive the memorandum until h-11-7~.

Sims notified EPS of this custodiaJ. change" so that there-
after, only Jones would be allowed access to
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- 6 - CO-1-23.206

At 11:30 A.M. this date. the alarm covering
went inte EPS in~ediately responded and fOW1d the
door locked ano secure. who possessed the only __
keys to the roo!"£!, 1'iaS call ed by Sims. r ~nJ -J

! 'V~-kx~( cd _ _ .) It vias determined
~hat construction work in a nearby office h~ caused the alar~
telephone line to 5ctivat€. The condi tj.on was corrected. TSD
personnel then chaJ1ged the combinations on the safes in the
room, changed the door lock cores, and provided the new cor~bina-
tions and door keys to

This sa.me date two ta.pes \\!ereduplicated at Buzhardt's
request. The tapes are identified as:

,
,
I
\
"----

,./"J r \/", J

" -h-e -\-(>1 V C ct

-=t .

1

and Chief Burnett, Technical Development and
Planning Dl vision, borrowed two Crown recorders from National
Securi ty Agency. These :recorders 1--lereplaced in a secure
room adjacent to office, to be used to fulfill
future tape duplication requests made by

April 15~ 1974
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- 7 . CO-1-23,206

April l£, 1974
r

~,
"

fj
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This same date, Sims assisted a Vlllite House Staff member
in renting a Uher 500p-recorder f1~m the Fidelity Sound Compa~v

~n
l.;raEhit1P-'ton~D. C.

iT'7
.
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,'C.f,,"
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J
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L ' '-;"~' .-.c'I -j
r,

;
\:~.-~? '-- ' \

April 17, 1974

Another 1-fni te House secretary was given
:1,nstruction by TSD on the operation 'of a Sony' 800B recorder~
foot pedal and headset, uEjng equipment that had been loaned
to Buzhs.rdt the previous day.

April 18, 1274

]
Tape duplication forms \'J'ereexecuted.

After completip..g the duplication of the
tape, and while it was being rewound" the original tape ca.>ne
o:tf the reel and beCBJ1l£ entangled on the pJ.astj.ex-ee)..~ecuri ty
Spec1aJ.ittt \tho ",u handling. tb1.a assigfunent#
QdJusted t~ upe back on the :reel 6nd asked White HoUSe
Attorn£Y(who was pres.ent,-ataU:t1me$)t.o -;_..

listen to the t,spe fQr ~
,

E~jblE 6~. L
] ..

'
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J.,,< ,-
"-!:'\._ i -11'
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April 19, 1974
(
\
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The usual tape duplication forms were prepared to
document this activity.

AP-ri1 20, 1974

1) L
.A:pr!l 27,. 197 ~

[ ~,

hEr!1 30 J 1974

The following item£ of TSD equipm~nt were returned to
TSD by White House Staff m~bers:

Sony BOOB recorder
Sony BOOB reco}~er
Uher 5000 recorder
Uher 5000 recorder
Uher 5000 recorder

2 Uher Foot Pedals
1 Fidelity Foot Pedal
1 Craig Foot Pedal
5 Sennhelser Headphones
1 Sony Headset

May 1, 1974

SerlsJ. k28983
Ser:i a1 #37286
Serial /~32136354
Serial i~32106930
Serial 11232186427

No star #
Star
Star
No Star #-
star

,
.--:

i ~.

~ms obt.ained tti1s Gats 1romEPB &.nd 1'urn1sbed s&ne to
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1Zckc~YLd

1
('Ed~~n() ;r Sims and v~ent to office,
rewound the tapE;, played it and found the audio to be fine.
It was determined that it was a tHO channel tape, and that

had played the unused channel.

This same date, Security Specialist removed
the mechanical stops from the record and dictate s\'li tches
on the Uher 5000 recorder that the Uhite House had rented on
April 16, 197L~. reported there vJaS no evidence
that the mechanical stops had been tampered with a.fter they
were installed. He returned the recorder to
1.1hite House Staff member.

Security Specialist
SAlC Sims, escorted

the Oval Of'fice and

with authorization fraE;
) 1Jhite House Attorney, and

lfui te House 'T'echni cal Consultant, through
the Presjdent's EOB Office,

1\f 1'C't¥ C d[ ]
Sony 800B recorder
Sony 800B recorder

1 Sony hea.dset
1 Sennheiser headset

C

Sta.r
Star

Mav 10- '"
, 1974

,
"'~,

May 13, 1974

Security SpeC1al~Bt observed the duplication of
the tape by representatives of the White
HOUEe and House Judiciary Committee.

May 15~ 1974
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Sims and _ dupljcated a SBEffientof the
tape for the Wh1te Bouse Counsel' B Office. A

tELpe dup)j cation form Wb.SprEpared to document this' service.

Hay 16, 1974

T---

Hay 17, 1974

\,

!1ay 31, 1974

r:-tape duplication

June 4-, 1974

r\7 ( \

({~V:Jc\{ t oJ

form was executed.
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supplemental report.
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Director March 1, 1974,

CO-1-23,206
lns~ctor

Secret S€rvic~ Parti~ipation in Taping£

I
\

\
\
\

"~ ~, ,
----

\L-
Subsequent testimony by Hhite Bouse staf'f and. Secret

Serv:ice personnel before Judge Sirica in U. S. Di.strict
Court~ 1~Mhington, D. C., relative to production by the
?y'esident of certain tapes of these conversat1.ons" demon-
strated the need for this Service to bring together into
one report the history of our participation in this activity.
In this connection, :reference is made to .memorandum of
Assistant Director Kelley to you dated Hovember 1.2, 1.973.

~Tf1at fol101'fB is a chronological F-ccount of events, as
best as can be :recoootructed, of Secret Service partic:ipaticn
in sett:tng up the recol'ding systel':l, the handJ.1ng and control
of tapel! generated by the system, and a review of' testimony
g1V~'1 by our persor',J'~el 1-n Judge Sirica I s court and in prlvate
to the Special Prosecutor' s Of':r1ce.

February ll" 1911

Alfred Hong., then SAIC of the
met with Alexapd{

.

er Butter~eld, at
rHOuse Office. L
!\

II

:1

,i~
}o.

if

Technical Security Division,
his request" in hi.a Whi te ,~
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Wong then discussed the Rssi.gnrilent with Security
Spee1alists _ end and the
three of them ma.~ea technical surv-ey of the OVaJ.Office
and Cabinet Room~ after t:h1ch \~long and : returned to
Butteri'ieJ.(]f 8 Office Md informed him thea.ssignm.ent could
be carried out after se.lect.1ng a sw.a.li.~ouP of discreet
technicians to install the equipment. L

[ <Kdo \'cd
February J..2~ 1971

J
and briefed Security Spec1allsts ! j

were assigned
o:f which was on

Some 1t-ems w.ere
to instaJ.l the recordUlg equipment: mos t
hand in the Techn1cuJ..Security Division.
borrowea from WHCA.

'\-long briefed Ase1ete.nt Direct.or Kelley on the nss1.gnment.

h
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November 1972

Louis 8imB, p:rjor to his :ceassi.gnment on Iiovember 26,
1972 as SAlC af the Technical Securit:l Division" was briei'ed
by Wong ~nd filiSjst&)t Director Kelley

l ; i~,

1
')'-"

! v. ,",

tiC

t:;;..-
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9..ctobe.!. l~ ,.1.- 0' (7':.:
-~

'l'hese five circuits \.-!€J"e cllDcelled by the C&P Telephone
Compan~v on November 9~ 1973.

October )O~ ~73

\
, .

i
Sim.s met with Deputy Director Bogy;, SATS BMge

i
and

Tre&\UTy'Deputy Asgi stant Secnt.ary Brent Moody..!.o dscuse
.

'forthcolning interview a.,¥}dtestim.on.v. \
. . ,-

ri./
Ii
i,
\
1---
October 31,

I
I

'I...;
;!

~

197~

turned over to the i'rni te
an AC tiner, Star number.

.

April 13 throug..h April 16, 19'

House Counse1~ Buzhardt,

\'las interviewed by Richard Ben-Veniste of the
Spec1al Prosecutor1s staff in the presenceofJQsephAdamso:f
the Treasury Gene'rRl Counsel 1B ON'iee-. The 1nterdew 1.:a.sted
for two hours .and ten ndnutesJ concluding -at J.2:55P.H. In
response to questions . described the taping system"
including locntions and d~tes of instaU.atlon. He reJ.ated
that he did not write any reports on the projectbooause he
\'-las told not to. He attempted to explain the operation o:f the
timers that E1d tcheo. recording pO\'ler f'rom one machine to the
other for the He described the records
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}1€ l~ept '1hen~ prior to July 18, 1973, tapes i'lere borrOl'1ed
and returned by \'Jhi te Bouse Staff mem1iers. There ",as con-
s:1derab} e questioning concerning the _ tape covering
the April 15-16" 1973 weekend (John Dean had testified that
on April 15, in the BOB officE" the President r;~de remarks
hat implic~ted him in the 1'latergate cover-up. L~

/< V
.~.,

\
.

," I
i. I

/f)c 1tv fe d f,.,
.-li-

\ \,
\

r
I'
I!

f

I

L

~"\

'!
J

i
i
!
I

1
I

~
Just prior to the ste.rt of 1Je~.rings that af'ternoon, Sir::!s

telephoned Deputy Director Boggs <Lnd the Treasury General
Counsel's Office, nclvi sing that l1B, and would
be testifying. Sims asked if the General COill1selwould be
representing the Secret Service, e..nd ',.laS told by Joseph Adams
that he (Adams) would most lil~ely come davin to the courthouse.

from the cour~~~m:ei/~~~ j:tan~
..

. SiJ1S and

r
"

'
_L _'"J...r"

.,
'i t

,) j ,"! f'~ :"
i ,

"0

' ~

testif:i ed the :rest of the afternoon and the
follm'1ing morning (November 1, 1973). Again in response to
questions, he explained the taping syst.em, storage of completed
tape reels, and the j denti ty of others \ihohac access to the
recording equipment and the tape storage room.

'

then
produced a notebook which he J:lade up on July l8~ 1973, reflect-
ing tapes that had been checked out to Steve Bull at various
times prior to that date. testified that he had Dade
his entries in the notebook from scraps of paper which he had
prepAred on the date-s the tapes \'lere checked out and .returned .
Thet;e Icraps of p~per had b66n ret.ained and &tt1xed U1 the
back of the notebook. Under further questioning, however, he
acknowledged that on June 4" 1973, he checked out 26 tapes toBull and had no independent record of their return-Jend on
JuJ.y 10" 1m, .3 more tapes were released to Bull~ a.ga1n with
no separate record of their return. (These examples of easuaJ.
record keeping re~e1ved wide press ~overage,and, of ~ the

were

;

1
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teetimony given in these hea.rings before ..Judge Si:ric~, is
probably the most l1..Df1atte:ring to the image of this Service.)

notebook and contemporaneous records were
received in evidence this date (Exhibits 7 and 7A).

November 1-, 1973

Security Specialist testified. The question-
ing focused on the tapes covering the weekend of
April 14-)6, 1973, and the mecha.Ylics of the timer that s'\'litched
traDEcription from one l!'i8Ch1n€ to the other. explained

It was
who~ on April 10, 1973, placed fresh tape reels on the

recorders and who,
periodically ch€cked t11€ tapes, made notations on the tape
boxes as to usa,ge" prior to removing tape reels :from both
recorders on April 20, 1973, and pl~cL~g fresh reels thereon.

On this date, Security Specialists
connected cables as follows:

and d1s-

X~ovember
2--2-_ 1973

Sir~ testified in Judge Sirica's court. He was asked if
he could clarity recorda relative to tapes checked
out and returned. Sims t 1m tl.u.s appaar on ~ ~epf 'the
log prepare4 by.. on J~J.8, J.973, but he l81ms) 'bestif1ed
that he had nc independent knowledge of thQ contemporaneous
notes made by when he cheeked t;a.pes out and in. Sims
was aLso quest1o.n-ed a.bout the tape 1nventory made on July lB,
1973, prior t.o turning aJ.l tapes over to Genera1 Bennett,. He
explained that he was assisted by and in preparing
this inventory, and that they att~ted to list all tapes in
chronological order, by location. ~Thi.s inventory was made

i
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from the maTkings on the boxes containing the tape reels.)
}'1r. 3€n~ Veniste.~ the Assistant P:CDsecutor i'TI10 'VIas crOSE-
exa1Td ning SimsJ 1,'iE.E attempting to €Etablish the pos sibili t:y
that ~ome tape reels could be aissing.

November 5j 1973

Security Specialists and
ana Special Agent _ ''lere interv,i€1<;ed by representn-
ti VCE of the Special ?.xos,~cutor: t s Office. } {/V/. {\~I,('.J \---:J

[ --.
(', /,

d
v-- '1~c7'---' f(:~d :\

': '
" .:K ~ \

-
,I '{// ~. v j '( 1C.J1 '-

~__
J

Each e~-plained their participation in the taping system.
a.ssisted in installing the recording equip-

and subsequently performed maintenar1ce and minor modi:fica-
on the equipment when needed.

ment,
tions

Neither
were ever called to testify in Judge Sirica's court.

related how often
ched:.:ed the tapes ~ and his procedures \'lllen he changed
reels (ma.:rking the tape boxes ~ etc.). He reI e.teCl. his
st8.nding of ho\'1the timer workedj

he
tHpE:
tU1oe.r-

November 7, 1973

SA testified in Judge Sirica's court. I~st of
the questions concerned the s~ftedetails ha~ given the
Special Prosecutors during his interview hio days earlier.

D.4D Wor~ was called as the next \vitness, and he retUl~ed
the next day (Ncveniller 8) to finish his testimony. In response
to questions, he related how the Secret Service received the
aesignment to i.nstall and control the tapj.ng system, the
objections he made to Butterfie~dJ and his knowledge or the
mechanics of thesyetem. Wong t.estified that on one occasion
when ButterfieJ.d asked to llsten 1;.0 a. tape to determine quaJ.i ty,
the tape sel.ected was blank end \'las evidently threaded on the
recorder improperly. On cross eXF...mjnation by Assistant
Prosecutor Ben--Veniste, Wong stated that on-shell equipment was
used because Butterfield wanted the system started ~ediately.
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Hong :r€Epondeo in the negative when asked if'he could
10entify v,rWch recorders serviced the various locations" but
thought ~uch records were BvaiJ abl€, [:.no agreec to provide the
:recorderE to the court, assuming they could be identified.

,!Si.tJ1S reviewed the printouts \1hich are maintained
EPS OOntrol Center, and provided the information to
by Demo:randum dated November 8, 1973. No Secret Service
personnel entered this room after July 18.

November 8, 197~

~in tne

-----

\
\

..~

.~,

i
i
I

J
i
l
j

,~

f
t

.-.J
Wong oorlBed. Sims that Judge Si.rice. orderedtbat the tape

recGroen used 1n the ts.ping ~yEt.em were t,o be tumedover to
the court w1threcords shoving where they were waed. All but
thre9 o:fthe ma.chine.s we-re on-n-antl in TED.. '!'he three absent
recorders were reca.ll.ed from the Los AngeJ.es 8J1d Detro"it Fi~J.d
Offices, end from Steve Bul1.
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Hong :responded in the negative w'hen asked if'he could
:i6entif'y WIDch recorders eervi ceo the various locations" but
thought t'=uch records were availabl€, f'illQ agreed to p:rovide the
recorderE to the court, assuming they could be identified.

...,

. /)
'--,

. jSi.tJ1S:reviewed the printouts \<1hich are maintained :LYl
EPS Q)htrol Center, and provided the information to Parker
by memorandum dated November 8, 1973. No Secret Service
personnel entered this room after July 18.

.-J
tYie

!rovember 8, 197~

i

J.

v
i

~
j

.J::j

I

!

".1

1

J

I

1

I
I

1
i,
!

r
--JWong adneed. Sims that JudgeS;lr1ca orderedtbat the tape

recorders used in the t6.p1ng ~yE'tem were 'to be turned over to
the court with records showing where they were used. A1l but
thre9 of the machines were on hand in TED. The three absent
recorders were ret:s.lled from the Los An.geJ.es and Detroit F1eJ.d
Offices, and from Steve Bull.
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('t<;efcj{ -{( J
'~' (These t-wo employees, conducted

on April 16, 1973~ the date
of the controvers:i &.lBOB office tapes.)L

r
i

..: ;;.

j
i
i

November 12~ 1973

Securi ty S})€cia.1.ists and were interviffi\'ed
by one ~f the Special Prosecutor's O~ice, not
the FBI. Jcsl;ph Adams of the Treas\.lr"J G€nera.l Counsel. 's
Of:fice was pr~~sent during the 1-ntervie\'is. They were asked if
they knew of the taping of PresidenticD. conversations going on
in Room 175~, if they had access to the cabinet in the room,
or knew of th~e contents of the cab:tnet. They responded in
the negative '1:.0 these quesU ons. They acknowledged being in
Room 175~ for reasons other than the taping system, but
stated they \'TI~re never present when a tape W&.Schanged or "Then
the cabinetwas open. Their intervie1'1s IMted about 45 rr.1.nutes.

Security Specialist _ obtained the Uhel"model

5000 recorder, serial number 33929, from Bull' e Office. He

ret.urnea t.he mac't1\ne to Bull the same date.

November 13..a...!m
~,

'__.1:

,
,~,



November 14~ 1973
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DAD Wong, who on November 8, 1973, had been ordered by
Judge S1rica to produce the tape recorders witlrtn a week~
made inquiry with the Judge's 18.1'1 clerk as to the mechanics
for complying with JUdge Sirica' s order" and was told that
vfuiteHouse Attorney was the person who should
produce the recorders. Wong objected, based on Judge Sirica's
order directly to him (Wong).

November 15, 197~

Wong was contacted by the Judge's 1&1 clerk, who advised
the recorders should be surrendered to Court Clerk

Arre.ngements were made to deliver the recorders
the follO\iing day.to Mr.

i,,
!

~.
r
I

--~~~

b
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November 16, 1973

Nine (9) tape recorders were delivered to Clerk
and receipted for by him. Seven (7) were Sony 800B

models, identified by serlal numbers 15102{ 11561, 14396, 12330,
14384, D866" and 15367. The other t,\'10 (2) vlere Uher R-15
models, seri a1 numbers 1002 and 1009.

~
i
I.

"
l~_ _ _ _

1 ~ _ ~J 'rhis request was approved
15Y Assistant Director Kelley, a:ftel' which told Rosen-
bloom what type of equipment was used to record in the

?S8ram how the ~;E~"'was co::ec~~O t~~~~~~~~d
(n a

blOJ

L ,10: if tHe ,.,ras aavised by Sims, throu.gh
Buzhardt, that a TSD representative \<lould have to accompa.ny
him into the office.

November 183 1973

Security Speeialist , escorted members of the
White House Counsel1s Office, Special Prosecutor's Office, and
a group of technical experts into the office
between 7:30 P.M. and 7:45 P.M. The group was also shown the
location of Room - but were not a.l.1owed inside.

responded to some of their questions, and referred them
to SAlC Sims for an8\'lers to questions concerning the taping
system.

November 19, 1973

; Sims documented---
rnenlOranaum to Assistant

,-
-these requests in a !rovember 20, 1973

Director Kelley.

,November 20~ 191~
, /

if "£;;._

L - - r .
-f This request was

~pproved by Assistant Director Kelley.
receipt for th1seqn1pment.

J

made of and-
prepared a

\ , , i
'I' c' 1/v~' ,
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r~

l
i (

I
~~

Security specia1Isl
]iiEfC1hanics and returned theperformed the necessary

recorder to Buzhardt' s Office.

surveyed the entire tEcping system and arrived at
t11e fol1ovling time estimates needed to reactiva.te the system:

Sims provided the above information to by memo-
re.ndwn dated November 21, 1973, and advised that should the
contemplated testing require other than Sectet Service personnel
entering either recording room I

.

. classified
equipment ,-muld have to be removed fror!1those rooms, requiring
extensive work and time.

>1

EPS Captain Frederick Walzel, accompanied by Treasury
Attorney Joseph Adams, was intervie\,md at the Special Pros-
ecutor's Office. Halze1 responded to questions by givUlg
general descriptions of the EPS Cont!ol Room, the alarm system,
and the computer printout. He was asked to provide alarm
history files J co:de numbers of the various alarmed areas, and
the identificat r of those persons '\'lho had access to the

~
alarmed areas. . .\'

Ii

C:aotain Walzel ::8 never calI~~Cupon to testify in court. --1
J;

_ Engineer assigned to our Technical Develop~
i~ientand Planning Division, '\'las also intervie\'iedthis date at
the special Prosecutor's Office. Joseph Ad~ms sat in during
the interview. was progra.m manager durj.ng develQpment
of the White House Computer12.ed Security S;ys1iem. and questions
ask.ed of him centered around the possible comprom1ae or the
system. gaves. general description of the syat.em end
when it was instituted. He explained that '-t would be next
to impossibJ.e to c{)rnpromise the system without someone becoming
aware of 1t. H1.ssta.tements seemed to be accepted bY' the
Special Prosecutor, and was never summoned to testify
in court.

r
(..."'
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November 2l~.1973

Sims advised Engineer to alert a of
Westinghouse that should he be called by the Special Pl~S-
ecutor's Office or anyone else concernin~ the White House
Computerized Security System, he _

.

should contact
this Service before providing any information, in view of
the security question involved.

r
I

!,

L__
-

r-
J' (,'\'\.. it
. '-\Sims
~

'Adams that for security reasons, Ben-Ven1ste h~ the
to know only the aJ.arro code numbers for Hoarns

the tape storage room and the computer room. Ben-Veniste
already had this information.r 'r-

r =-

\

l

' I

I

J.
~-

-
~,

~,

.-1
informed
neeD

\
\

i i

lrovember 22~ 1973

r'

l~filS request, and
Specialist ~

met

Sims assigned SA
to the task. At

at General Haig's Office r~
-. '~.

-....

~ AD Kelley apProve~")

and Security
2 : 35 P. M. ,the~c~

- ¥:( '1 i C,) -

then proceeded to . .
o1'f1ce with two Sony recorders" serial numbers 28983 and 25470.
The former was \Wed for playback and the 1atter for record.

,
0..'
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The tape was duplicated between 2:55 P.M. and 4:20 P.M.
vIaSpresent most of the time, and the originGJ.and

copy v"ere turned over to him upon completion. and
did not listen to any portion of the tape.

. b 23 197j~I\Jovem er : _
(::-

\,
i
\
i
i
\i.

i

j'
\)

I
_

~-

"""-------------...

"

November 24, 1973

[
recorder loaned
is no record of
this equipment.

[
,

made to perform
by AD Kelley.

~
{{;)

_-1This request was fulfilled; tne
to Dare serial number 28983. There
a receipt being obtained from Buzhardt for

~-
_ 1

',(,{,; ---" ~j

" _
'

Arrangements were

this service on November~, after approval

The file does not reflect \<lhetller or not the above
request was ever :fulfilled. I contacted on February 5,
1974, and he stated that when he accompanied to

office on November 25. she would not permit
the demonstra,t1on to take place. and ended up proviOJ.ng
an Uher instruction booklet to

November 25, 191~

I
J)
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day. At 9:00 A.l~.,
'

appeared at_
Office to accomplish the tape filtering. [

.~ (-.

cl

',

'/ \ .
,

'1)e KjV! V e .

1s ldentified as folloV1S:
The tape[

produced by

The Security Specialists duplicated the portion between
footage readings 127 and 639. They used two Sony 800B recorders,
serial numbers 28994 and 28983.

(ither

~IDvember 26, 1973

, and at DO time _gid
listen to the recordip~.

'If(
1-

Sirns addressed a memorandwn to _ stating IIper
a directive I received on tJ->.isdate from Deputy Assistant
Secretary Brent Noody, Department of the Treasury, all future
requests from the vlhite House staff pertaining to the vf.hite
House taping s~stem are to be directed to Mr. Edward Schmults,
General Counsel, Department of the 'l'reasury.II

Sims addressed another mernorandum to this date
advising that computer printouts fOl'certain alarmed areas in
the i(JhiteHouse complex, were available for review by representa-
tives of the Special Prosecutor's Office. The Specia.l Prosecutor
had requested the White House counsel to make available print-
outs, dating b~ck.to April 13, 1973,

-
~

l ,
_.~-'"'>S

-:\
--.;

l I
~

i

'({( _ _ _ _ _""~ Security Spec1al1sts
performed the service in ,

---

Sims and were present
the entire tjJne. Two Sony BOOB recorders were used; seriaJ.

~umbers 28~83 and 25470 were used to play and record_~espectivelY.

\. '\-'-C '("1 .

" ""

j
_

--d

L

C,"
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I ,

had to listen to a small segment
perform the requested service ~

f
--,

minutes) of the tape to

'! W:

There is no record that the above request \'fas cleared
through Secret Service Hea.dquarters or the Trea.sury General

r.
~~~~selIS Office.

~

\\

I t
, 1 {;~.. ~:l Ii

i ~

I ' :lecrm~c.a.1. 0ecur1 ty DiVision records shoHed that t\'tO of J
~e mac"hines were already in custody of the court. The other
recorder, serial nUr.J.ber141+23, 'VIas flown in from our r-iemphis
Office and tuxned over by Sims to Judge Sirica's clerk on
November 27, 1973, &.'1da receipt obtained.

There is no record that Sims cleared these requests/
directives through Secret Service Headquarters or the Treasury
General Counsel.

There is no L~dication that this request was approved by
either Secret Service Headquarters or the Treasury General
Counscl. (This same information had previously been furnished
to of Buzhardt's staff on November 23.)

November 27J 1973 .

E

- ~
.~- - ,
.. J

"'"
;,( d:"'so~ ;:.J;"'e:.

i

e:~Bl number 2980J.. was ii.e:Uvered j
_ aJ.ong with a headset, and appropriate receipt

obtained .

I /
I .
Vip
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'r-'-.

.

l

~
"\

/
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"-was pl~vided with the Uher machine (serial nQmber-
36380) which was on loan to Buzhardt, and a foot control "lhieh
was a different model. She was infonned by Sims that the
Teclmical Security Division did not have another foot pedal
or earphones similar to those that she had surrendered to the
court.

November 28~ 1973

[
r

rosecut

"-

O...L' S
Si~S was conta.cted by J arnes

Offi~, and arrangernents liere made
ypv1ew. j
,I. L-

L
November 30

-' _:l:~73

[

~

Boczar, Speci"1tr...J
for their

="=--\

-1

In view of the increasing number of requests by the White
House staff for the Technical Security Division 6ervices~ I
discussed ''lith you the a.dvantae;es of having the White House
staff make all :future requests for such services direct to
the Treasury General Counsel" and that Sims would not act until/
unless he would hear from Mr. Schmults' Office. You approved
of this procedure and advised me to vlOrk the details out i"lith
Sims and SATS

December 3, 1973

_~ ~ i

~
_._c

\.
i

and Sims were advised by me of the new procedures,
as set forth above, to be followed on future White House staff

, requests for Technical Security Division assistance.

)F
I

L
~ Ij

~ i
~

t t~~,
. i8ims

advised them of the new procedure, and they agreed to ma:ke
their requests direct to the Treasury General CounaeJ..

r ~
\ If.. J
L ~c 'H~(i d _ .:J Accordingly, Buzhardt
was provided a Sony BOOB recorder, aerial number 36986, Bnd
one set of earphones. There 1£ no recQrd of a receipt e~ecuted
covering the loan of this equipment.

-= I
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was furnished copies of pertinent papers
:from the log book for Room _ _ ref1ecti~ entries into
that room by (v.Thite House staff) on November 15,
16, and 19, 1973.

f--

!

\
i
I
I
.

:-JJ
Sims su[!..gested to Adam.s that these- documentir '"

'Sfibuld not be furnished to the Special Prosecutor without
himself (Sim}_)'h

,

'&>

,

'~
Y\

,

a
_

r\-r-PA pnt. t

~,'

explain them and ,B.nswer
q~estions. r /L"v"'''~)i,(r-.,{

\\. ~ '1 t c.,.;

Sims informed of Buzhardt1s staff of the
above requests by Ben-Veniste, and suggested that memoranda
\iritten to this Service by Buzhardt and
relative to protection of White House files be furnished to
the Special Prosecutor by ~'Bu'7hnJ'-~+' -

,"
; l' ., t ,were decided to

sum:::: :::1::::ments. ~1t~ ~;~::y of 'all Juments con-
cemilli( recorders used in the White House taping system. '

t-
f

,

'

'1<~ ~
\

\'-

(j) ,r-
"

~ 1v:+Cv ¥cd

i, ,

d

Continuing on December 3, 1973, SATS _ \-i'as furnished
copies of dOClmlents relative to the Uher recorder used by

" and memoranda sho\\~ngmodificaticlnof that
machine"

Representatives of the Special Prosecutor's Office
reviewed computer printouts of alarms in the White House
complex.

cont1.nued for five (5) dayS, conCluding on December 7, J.973~
and they were under the supervinon of -rsD Specin1.Agents a~
8J.l times.

December 4. l~'l~

The Sony BoOB recorder ~serial
earphones wh1ch had been loaned to

number 22343J, and set of
on November 8,



'D

j ,-

'1>
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1973, and which were
court on November 26,
were returned to tbis
of Buzhardt's staff.

introduced into evidence in Judge Sirlca's
1973, ouring testimony by
Service by the court through

)
i

!
/~'i
i-/-

December 51 1973

; i,
~

,,
~ advised to direct pis

then a.tteTilpted to call,
\:la.S a.vailable.

he would be unable to

:request to
but neither he

then call1~d =-
act on bis reque:st. f~if' (F'

-

r--:-J; ;,.
,

¥--e :tCI '{e cl
,
\.

(~~(
obtained

Uher recorder and

-:---:-'~'- ~~---~.

I , ~:f'ter
diagrams of the modification ~made
delivered sanle to Haig's Office.

.\r ,.-

Later this date, Sims met with you, AD Kelley# and SATS
at \1rhich time you directed Sims to hereafter again

receive alJ. requests from the 'V1hiteHouse staff relative to
the ta.ping system and, as necessary, clearrequest.s through
1-11'. Schmults' Office.

December 6" 197~

nor
and advised

tiCb
on the

----
",
"R....
---

~' '{ {

prc:>v1ded the-information to

,
i

-~-~\,' I,,
I"!.I

"I'"'j
:I

1
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(

Sims cleared this reQuesi;w:t.tp Hr. Schmults and assigned
Security Specialist t6the ta~k. .

used a Sony recorder, serial nUTnber 36986 for pl~bH'%_9.:f the
original tape> and Sony recorder, serieJ. number 372~59 to recorg.
The duplic8tion tooh: pla.ce in Buzhardt I B EOB Off1ce.~

Present 'dere Buzha..."Y'(It,
did not listen to any part of the recording.and Sims.

December 7J 1973

..

.

...[
..

..

.

I

-\\
I'
i

_..L.:C.'-~
-,

_" ;,d

I i -

J'
J

\ . 1
~ Sj~ advised

delivere~o him between

r
L

that the questioned machine was
1:00 P.M. and 1:15 P.M. that date.

December 8, 19<:3,

-~"'=.
_~ Commenc'lng a1;9:~ A,tM.~ they--
follow1.ng 'tapes s
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A "Tape Dupl1.cation Form," designed by a TSD eInI~loyee
especially for thi.sever-increasing activity ~ was WH!d to
document pertinent inf'ormation concerning each of thE~
duplicated tapes. In addition to identifying the particular
tape being duplicated, the form cal1s for the date and time
of the duplication" recorders us~" speed used on re(::orders,
persons present during the duplication ~rocess (theSi! persons
ini tial of'f next to their printed names), a.clmowledgl~ment
that the original tape was checked prior to and e.f'te:r the
duplication (in the instant cases by Buzhardt and oru~

of the Special Prosecutor's Office), and a "Yes" or
"No" checkoff' to the question "Did TSD personnel mon:ttor or
listen to original or duplicate recordings?" (the an:Bwer being
"NoItin the instant cases). The form.s are signed by the TSD
personnel performing the tape duplication.

A copy of e.ach Tape Dup1.ication Form was provi.ded to
Buzha.rdt and with the origi.nal retained by Sims.

December 9, 1973
,..,..=-

Ii

\ j:
I ~
'I.I

I

! ,
~ - -. -- - - - !

L ~came on the line and providea---'
general answers to questions concerning timers,
VOX (voice-opersted switches), po'\1er sources, recorders, atc.

told he would review material conce:rning the
installation and call the next day with mox'especific
information.

~
. -.

I

I

December 10. 1973.

and aga.1.n conversed by tel.ephcme.
state4 he now needed to hav-e 1nf'ormat1.on cc1ncerr:d.ng

microphones used j"n the tap1ng system, and requestecl that a
microphone ot the type used in the taping system be ~ 100 to
him at his company ottice in Cambridge. This requeflt was approv~
by Buzhardt and Schmul ta J and a new microphone from TSD stock
(Knowles BJ-1590) was sent by registeredmail to Bolt, Beranek
and Newman, Inc., C~nbridge, Massachusettso ,

)-.j
."'-,

t7&,:
j;; I ,~r
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'I ( ..J,--.

~i
"J

J
I
I;

J-I
I,

I,,
\
i
I,

I
I
J

~jJ\

.

"'

.
/.

\ ,I;'~

~

I
i

,,:..~

-,---l
9

I
J-

December ll~ 1973

SA. and Securl ty Specialist \1ere
assigned by Sims to accomplish this task. (There is no
indication that this request was cleared thro~1 Treasury
General Counsel.)

duplicated portions of the follo~r...ng
tapes:

They trnn.sferred these dup.licated portions onto two reels'.
Tape Duplication Forn~ were prepared. ror all involved tapes,
copies of which were provided to Buzhardt and the Special
Prosecutor's Office. Stev-en Bu11 was present du.r1.ng these
recordings and his in1 tia.1s appear on the forms. and

did not Usten to lIllY' of the recordings.

December l~. J.5U~

Buzb&rdt requested 'l'SD services 1;0 copy another tape.
andSecur1ty SpeciAlis1i - were aes1.gned by

1.n Bu.&he.rdt's Of':t1ee, duplicated a portion
SA
81mB,

{ ,

l;
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of an tape dated February 28, 1973.
A Tape Duplication For.m was prepared and

appropriately 1n1tialed by Buzhardt and he was f'urnished a
copy of the form. Neither nor - listened to any
part of the original or duplicate recording.

There 1s no record that this request was approved by
Trea8~ry General Counsel.

December 14, 1973
r,

~

d
IJ
~

L
' 37286.

~ (

1 The recorder loaned bears serial. numbe~~

December l6J 1973

-, >t
:-~

-r~was given this assign-
J duplicaterl portions of two

:follows:

Buzhardt was present during this activity, which
- - Appropriate tape

duplication forms were prepared, copies of which were g1 ven
to Buzhardt. SA did not listen to any portion
of the recordings. There is no record that this activi ty had
approval of the Trea.sury General Counsel.

NOTE: SA evidently recorded the wrong t:ime on
one of the tape duplication forms;

are A.M. times:
and he will have
copy of this form~

These
Sims was--adVised of this on February 13, 1974~

correct and initial. the or1gina1
which is filed at TSD.



- 28 -
December 20.1 19'73.

(peCj.a1ists
},( II ci

were given this -Js~::;lY
J

by Sims" and completed thework '; _ M.
in Buzhardt' s Office. Tape duplication Forms were completed
and initiaJ.ed by Buzhardt. The TSD employees never l1Btened
to any part of the ta.pes. (There is no record of approval
of this request by the Treasury General Counsel.) -~-"

. ~ ~

"i: ,~

i The boards "lere made and provided to
on December ~.

--

December 271 1973

Sims addressed a memorandum to me adv1sing that on
October 30 and 31, 1973 (prior to - 1nterv~ew in the
Special Prosecutor's Office) J S:1ms suggested to -Buzhardt and -
his Assistant Douglas Parker that one of them should aC,COmPany

and be present during the interview. They d1<1 not wish
to do so, but a.d~sed S1ms that he should acco~ . _as ,

i j11s supervisor. :;-'~\)
. ...

--,
"LDue to time 11m! tatl~:~a "u~1m6 couJ.d onJ.y g1ve a cursOrybrten.rrt

to Adams on the ant1cipated thrust of the Special Prosecutor's
intervie'f with

--

I' ¥'

Sims' memorandum further advised that on Novem.per J.4#

1973,
/11 ( \
.

~KekYyC cf .::'~

. I ~
'( \

I
/

V . '
VI .~
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January ll~ 1974

Richard Ben-Veniste of the Special Prosecutor's Office
telephoned DAD Hong, requesting information as to records
mBintained by TSD on recorders used in the tap~ng 6ystem~ and
other recorders loaned to certain Ifni te House staff members.
Ben- Veniste 1'las desirous of obta:i.ning copies of these record s.

Hong referred this request to Sir;lB i'lho then prepared 8.
Inemorandum for ~~. Scrunults, Treasury G€nera1 Counsel, out-
lining the record keeping procedures in TSD. Sims suggested
in this memOTllndill'J that if any Secret Service documents are
provided to th€ Special ~rosecutor, an appropriate Secret
Service represente.tive should be intervi€i'led by the Special
Prosecutor to explain our procedures.

(. .+. ~ \

. ! Sims advised Adam.s that he (sims) wouJ.d -~
.

e the appropriaw person to be interviewed by Ben-Ven.iste,
and would be available "1hen the Treasurv General Counsel and
Buzhardt decided on a time in agreementL \';riththe Special
Prosecutor.

~)

~

January 14, 1974

S1ms, a.t my request, asked Buzhftrdt to :furnish him with
a copy of the log !lnd indj.vidual slips of pa~r denoting tapes
checked out to.. This material had previousJ.y
been entered into evidence (Exhibits 7 and 7A) on Noveri1ber J..,

1973, in Judge Sirica's court during testimony by

Cd Schmults, and ~~~~g~~~~e~r'd
this requeS~~~~~~h':l

Specialist to carry out this assignment.
Working in Room in presence, and

'Juplicntedthe follo\'1ing identified tapes:

Tape duplication forms were properly executed t.U1d
1n1 t1aled by. did not listen to
any part of either the orlginalor duplicate recordings.

/'(
i\..
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Januar~ 151 1974

The panel of technical experts appointed by Judge Sirlca
to determine the cause of an l8~ Ininute gap in the June 20,
1972~ tape reported to the Judge in open court
that the gap v!as the result of the "process of erasing and
re-recording at least five, and perhaps as many as nine

t Ifsegmen s.

[
Based on findings of the technical experts, Judge Sirica

reopened the hearing and called for further testimony from
knowledgeable witnesses, including Sims and

January 16, 1974

Sims was called to testify in Judge Sirica's court. He
produced documents identifying those tape recorders which \'lcre

in use when the White House taping system was dismantled on
July 18, 1973. He was unable to state i-:hether or not these
were the same recorders that were used when the system \iaB
initiated. In response to a question as to when w1.res and
cables involved in the taping system were cut, SimB advised
he could not recall the precise date, but it would show in the
"rile" relating to the h'hiteHouse taping system. Assistant
Prosecutor Ben-Veniste then asked that this "file" be made
available, and Judge Sirlca concurred, over objection by 10fhite
House Counsel.

Further questioning of Sims mainly centered around the
Uher 5000 recorder which was purchased by this Service on
October 1, 1973, at the request of Sims testified
that the machine was delivered to that date about 1:00/
1:15 P.M., and its operat:ton was explained to him. Sims
produced the receipt purportedly signed by acknowledging
receipt o£ the recorder and foot pedal. Sims was asked if he
knew vlhether or not or brought the Uher
recorder to Key B~acayne during the President's visit there
on October 4-7 ~ 1913 J be responded in the negative.

Ben...Veniste read tJ.'Om previous testimony given by
indieating that she had bring t1rl.a recorder

to Key Biscayne that weekend; a.lso that she and upon
arrival at Key B1-scayne, obtained a safe from GSA or- Secret
Service, and had the Secret Service guard the sate around the
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clock. oon-Veniste asked that any records maintained by the
Secret Service relative to guarding this safe be made available
to the Special Prosecutor. (The safe \1aS used for storage of
tapes which brought with her to transcribe over
that long weekend. Copies of the log maintained by the Presi-
dential Protective Division were obtained the next day
(January 17) and provided to Ben-Veniste and White House Counsel,
but there was no further questioning of Secret Service employees
concerning the acti vi ty at Key Biscayne that weekend.)

On the evening of Januar

~
...

1
.

6
.

,

..

..

..

.

. .

Sims
.

was :int
.

-erv1ewed a

~
the

~pecial Prosecutor I s Office. .) ,! __
L

. ~-1Cr{(C; ..J In aceor ance
with Judge SirlcaI s instruction, Sims had 1'1ith him the file

he was maintainingon the taping system, and the 1'ile was
reviewed by attorneys for the Special Prosecutor. They

r l
requeste~

and were
gi'¥: ke,r;~J

documents i'rom the me.

r ]
L _

~
This proved to be a point.- of' temporary

embarrassment for this Service, in that some of the news medi~
that nj.ght reported it to be a forgery. What actua1.1.y happened,
as was explained by when he testified the next day, was
that he . _ signed na..rne on the receipt and placed
his own initials next to the signature.

I subsequently advised Sims to instruct his personnel
that they should have recipients of loaned equipment sign the
appropriate receipt thems elves.

January 17, 1974

was called to testify before JUdge Sirica. Assist-
ant Prosecutor Ben-Veniste questioned relative to his
record keeping of tapes checked out to Steven Bull on various
dates. (Previous testimony by discJ.osed that on two
occa.s1olUi, June 4 and JuJ.y 10, 1973~ bereJ.eastUl tapes to
but' had no sepa

.

rate record to suVport log booke_
.

_ tnea of the
dates these tapes were returned.) Ben-Venj.s"te aiked
&bout six other tapes that were checked out 'to - on July11.
1973; end again, there was no documentation bY' showing
return of these tapes.

I iI 'I 'r b1}+'
v~
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Ben-Veniste also asked questions concerning some
of the inforD~tion contained in memorandum to me
dated November 19, 1973 (this is one of the documents SimE
provided to the Special Prosecutor on January 16).

S1ms was recalled to the stand ai'ter completed
his testimony. Hhite House attorneys and Ben-Vem..ste im..n.ediately
engaged in an argument over the fact that when Sims was inter-
viewed the previous evening in the Special Prosecutor's Office,
the \fr~te House attorneys were excluded from the interview.
Judge Slrica. ruled there was no requirement that they be present,
despite his O"1nsuggestion that Silns should get together \'11th
counsel from both sides to ex~~ne the documents that Sims had
in his file.

Ben-Veniste questioned Sims relative to information con-
tained in Gome of the memoranda that Sims had provided the
Special Prosecutors the previous evening. One o~ these reports,
dated November 26, 1973, from Sills to AD Kelley, advises of the
request made by Buzhardt for TSD assistance in filtering a
portion of the June 20, 1972 tape. Ben-Veniste read
from other merooranda, reporting various tasks perfon~d by TSD
at Buzhardt's request.

Sims concluded his testimony by advising the Court t.hat
the Secret Sel~ice did not have any other Uher 5000 recorders
at Key Biscayne on the October 4-7, 1973 weekend. (A question
to this effect had been asked of Sims by Ben-Ven1ste durtng the
previous day's testimony, and Sims advised he would inquire ~1d
provide an answer the next day.)

r ~
~

i\

L /", ,
DAD Burke, "Investigations,

coordinated the FBI requests for intervie~ls with Secret Service
personnel and briefed each employee prior to interview on the
scope and lirrltations of the FBI investigation. Arrangements
were made to conduct these intervi~ls at our Washington Field
Office.

f
L
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January 18, 1974

\'

'i "I
";r

I discussed this request with you, and it was decided to prov
these reports to Ben-Veniste and also provide, when requested,
similar memoranda prepared at my request by DAD Wong, SA ,

and ASAIC _ New Orleans (formerly assigned to
TSD). Copies of all memoranda were given to Ben-Veniste,
through Ad~~sj and at the same time copies were furnished by
Sims to White House COUDsel.

,-

e

r---;
.

( !

'~Ofi~icer

IT,inute period.

-=.J
Sims and EPS~~

were present in the room dtITing that ten

;.

\
j

I(

.

,;

I
i

,.

,
...

The above-na..med Agents worked at Key Biscayne over the
October 4-7, 1973 weekend and participated in securing the sate
containing the tapes brought to Key Biscayne by
and The log maintained by PPD showing entries into
the safe had been brought to Judge Siricat s court on January ~1~, ";.
1974, by DSAIC . PPD, at the reque'S't ot Assistant Pros~.",~~
Ben-Ven1ste, and turned, over to the Court Clerk. A copy of tbe<-if!.J~
log was aJ.so prov1doed.to WhiteHouse Counsel. -.~~,:

.~~f\~~

This date Sims provided to SA FBI, Xerox copies or
purcha.se orders for fourteen (14) tape recorders used in the
Wh1te House taping system.
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January 18} 1274

-17
I

I discussed this request ::th you, and it was decided to prOVid~
these reports to Ben-Veniste and aleo provide, when requested,
similar memoranda prepared at my request by DAD Wong$ SA .

and ASAIC _ New Orleans (formerly assigned to
TSD). Copies of all memoranda were given to Ben-Veniste,
through Ad&~s~ and at the same time copies were fUrnished by
Sims to White House Counsel.

( (

'Ofi'lcer
minute period.

--r Sims and EPg----
.-Iwere present in the room dtITing that ten

I
~ . .

t .

\
.

\

;:,,
f

The above-n&med Agents worked at Key Biscayne over the
October 4-7, 1973 weekend and participated in securing the safe
containing the tapes brought to Key Biscayne by
and The log maintained by PPD showing entries into
the saf'e had been brought to Judge Sirles.' s court on January ~1 ~ --:.
1974" by DSAIC PPD, at the reque:s"t of Assistant ProseCUtor,":;
Ben-Ven1ste, and turned, over to the Court Clerk. A COPF of tbe<-:fE~'
log was aJ.so prond.ed to White House Counse1. :~J.-

:::~~-~_.
__:~:o;.:

This date Sims provided to SA FBI, Xerox copies or
purcha.se orders 'for fourteen (14) tape recordera used in the
White House taping system.

c


